Rhytidectomy.
The success of rhytidectomy depends on the selection of the patient, the technique and skill of the surgeon, and preparation of the patient prior to surgery. The patient must be made aware of what to expect before, during, and after the operation. Patients can expect to look presentable enough to appear in public in 2 to 3 weeks following the surgery. The final result will be apparent in from 6 to 8 weeks after surgery (Figs. 8-10).